Audiometric records analysis in a clinical population in China.
The objective of this study was to characterize the typical hearing loss presenting at a clinical audiology center. Audiometric records for 8,032 cases were obtained from the database at Beijing Tongren Hospital, Capital Medical University. Based on this information, age distribution, audiometric configuration, type, degree and asymmetry of hearing loss were characterized. Results showed that 48.4% of all cases of hearing loss occurred from 31 to 60 years of age, sloping hearing loss was the most common audiometric configuration, and sensorineural hearing loss dominated the type of hearing loss for both males and females. Mean pure-tone hearing thresholds revealed significant differences between genders, that is, thresholds for females were poorer than those for males from 250 to 1,000 Hz, whereas thresholds for males were poorer than those for females from 2,000 to 8,000 Hz. Analysis showed that 57.3% of audiograms showed some degree of asymmetry. No significant difference was found between genders for the average asymmetric thresholds. This study provides the characteristics of age distribution, audiometric configuration, type, degree and asymmetry of hearing loss from a representative clinical audiology center. These data are useful for public policy efforts involving hearing loss prevention and rehabilitative program development.